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Preface: Horizon’s contribution to shaping the
understanding and management of migration in the
European Union through research and innovation

This brief was prompted by a policy round-table event organised in December 2023 and
attended by representatives of research projects funded by the European Union’s Horizon
programmes, Horizon 2020 (2014-2020) and Horizon Europe (2021-2027), and of policy
services of the European Commission and other EU institutions. It presents a
comprehensive synthesis of migration research funded under Horizon 2020 Societal
Challenge 6, ‘Europe in a changing world: Inclusive, innovative and reflective societies’, and
Horizon Europe Cluster 2, ‘Culture, creativity and inclusive society’, and highlights the
significant progress made towards understanding and managing migration in the EU and its
Member States. It encapsulates how the intersection of rigorous research and dynamic
policymaking can forge pathways for a well-governed migration system. Reflecting on the
culmination of years of concerted effort, it sets forth a vision for future research directions
that anticipate the evolving needs arising from the EU’s migration landscape.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Contextual overview of migration research in the European Union

Migration research in the European Union, under the aegis of Horizon 2020 and Horizon
Europe, the previous and current EU framework programmes for research and innovation,
has been pivotal in providing nuanced insights into one of the most pressing global issues.
The research under these programmes has delved into various aspects of migration,
ranging from the socioeconomic impacts of migration to the integration challenges faced by
migrants and refugees. In Pillar Il of Horizon 2020 and Pillar Il of its successor, Horizon
Europe, research, and innovation activities are organised by societal challenges and
thematic clusters, respectively. Pillar Il of Horizon 2020 addresses a range of societal
challenges, while Pillar Il of Horizon Europe addresses global challenges through thematic
clusters, with a total of six clusters encompassing various areas of research and innovation.
Furthermore, curiosity-driven frontier research projects, some of which study migration, are
funded under Pillar | of the Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe programmes, through the
European Research Council (ERC) and the Marie Sktodowska-Curie actions (%). Pillar I,
however, is not covered in detail in the present policy brief.

Migration is a relatively new research area for the EU that has been growing steadily since
1993 and the EU’s third framework programme for research and innovation (1990-1994).
However, it was only under the Horizon 2020 programme — and in particular with its
Societal Challenge 6, ‘Europe in a changing world; Inclusive, innovative, and reflective
societies’ — that migration research took centre stage. From 2015, EU Member States
experienced a significant increase in asylum seekers, during a period when rates of legal
migration were consistently rising, with an average of about 2.5 million entries per year (?).
New dynamics and challenges revealed complexities of migration that needed to be better
understood in order to better govern it. After taking stock of the research needs emerging
from these new challenges, the EU dedicated more than EUR 125 million to funding
research on migration and mobility. This considerable investment was a part of the EU’s
response to the migration crisis of 2015 (%) and led to the funding of more than 40 projects
contributing to a comprehensive migration research agenda, including on integration (labour
market, skills, education, host societies), migration governance, asylum and forced
displacement, the migration—development nexus, narratives and discourses, and migration
forecasting and modelling.

Under Horizon 2020 and during the first years of Horizon Europe (2021, 2022 and 2023),
the ERC funded around 130 frontier research projects on migration, with a total budget of
around EUR 250 million (*).These projects cover a wide range of topics linked to migration:

() The ERC funds research in all fields of science, selected without any predefined academic or policy
priorities and with excellence as the sole evaluation criterion. Although the ERC does not determine
research topics, migration often features among the topics researchers propose to study when they
apply for ERC grants.

(»  European Commission, ‘Statistics on migration to Europe’, 2024.

(® European Commission, European Website on Integration, ‘Europe: New Horizon 2020 funds on
migration policy’, 2016.

(*)  The 2023 funding included the starting grant and consolidator grant.


https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/statistics-migration-europe_en#:~:text=958%2C800%20applications%2C%20including%20877%2C800%20first,than%20in%202019%2C%20before%20COVID.
https://migrant-integration.ec.europa.eu/news/europe-new-horizon-2020-funds-migration-policy_en
https://migrant-integration.ec.europa.eu/news/europe-new-horizon-2020-funds-migration-policy_en

such as migration and health; social mobility; education; labour mobility; integration,
inclusion and equality; forced migration; climate change; refugees and asylum; border
management; human rights; and human migration from a historical perspective ().

Horizon Europe continues to fund research into migration and mobility from several different
angles. Its Cluster 2, ‘Culture, creativity and inclusive society’, focuses on engaging deeply
with understanding migration by using social sciences and humanities to explore its impact
and effects on society (see Annexes | and Il). Cluster 3, ‘Civil security for society’, focuses
on external aspects of migration and effective management of the EU’s external borders
(see Annex 3). Under this cluster, more than EUR 300 million has already been allocated to
topics related to border and external security. Other clusters also touch upon migration
aspects, for instance through their research into health or the climate.

Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe have contributed significantly to advancing our
understanding of migration. This has included exploring the human stories behind migration
statistics, enhancing EU migration governance, and opening up new avenues for
understanding the diverse experiences of migrants and refugees. The Horizon programmes
have funded numerous projects that not only assess the immediate challenges of migration
management but also examine the long-term societal impacts of migratory flows within and
outside Europe.

In 2024, migration remains one of the most significant challenges for the EU. The recent
increase in asylum applications and irregular entries into the EU, combined with the need to
ensure the effective integration of migrants while upholding human rights, underscores the
complex nature of this issue. The recent adoption of the pact on migration and asylum
marked a significant breakthrough towards a common system for managing migration in the
EU, sparking an ongoing debate around border control, human rights protection, and
integration.

This agreement, reached after years of complex negotiations among Member States,
constitutes a comprehensive strategy designed to normalise and effectively manage
migration in the long term. The pact emphasises a balanced approach, rooted in solidarity,
responsibility, and respect for human rights, aiming to provide clarity, certainty, and decent
conditions for those arriving in the EU.

The key components of the pact include establishing uniform rules for registering and
identifying non-EU nationals upon arrival and managing migratory situations in a
predictable, equitable and stable manner by achieving a fair balance between responsibility
and solidarity among Member States. The pact also aims to streamline asylum, return, and
border procedures, making them quicker and more effective.

The implementation of the pact on migration and asylum is the critical next step. Its
effectiveness will lie in the translation of its principles into practice, ensuring that the EU’s
migration and asylum systems are resilient and responsive to the needs of migrants and
host communities.

In this dynamic context, Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe research projects have played
and continue to play a valuable role. They provide crucial research insights into various

(® European Commission, European Research Council Executive Agency, Migration and Asylum — The
contribution of frontier research to the understanding of human mobility across frontiers, Publications
Office of the European Union, Luxembourg, 2017.



https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d15b51b1-0302-11e7-8a35-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d15b51b1-0302-11e7-8a35-01aa75ed71a1/language-en

aspects of migration, such as labour market integration, the accessibility of rights and
services, and educational and psychosocial support for migrant children. This research is
instrumental in understanding and addressing both long-standing challenges — for example,
integration into the labour market and society — and new, pressing issues such as irregular
migration, returns and readmissions (Figure 1).

Moreover, these projects contribute significantly to forecasting and crisis response
strategies. Such forward-looking research prepares the EU to effectively anticipate and
address potential migration crises. This proactive approach will be critical to managing
future migration trends and ensuring that the EU’s migration policies remain adaptable,
effective, and aligned with the broader goals of the pact on migration and asylum.

Figure 1. Classification of Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe migration topics
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NB: The classification was based on a mapping analysis of how migration research areas have evolved over the past few
years.

1.2. From research to policy: insights from Horizon research and policy
dialogue

This brief is inspired by the policy round table ‘Bridging research and policy: Horizon 2020
and Horizon Europe shaping migration policy’, organised by the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Research and Innovation in December 2023. The primary objective
of this event was to facilitate a dynamic exchange of research findings from 11 completed
and ongoing Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe research projects on migration with policy
services of the European Commission and other EU institutions. By connecting research



results with policymaking, the event aimed to inform and foster evidence-based policy
initiatives.

The selected projects showcased a wealth of research results, ranging from evidence-
based policy recommendations to innovative tools such as new datasets, artificial
intelligence (Al) applications and social media analytics for monitoring migration patterns. In
addition, a new CEN-CENELEC standard emerged (%), along with prospects for
collaboration with industrial production sectors (agriculture, for instance), which
underscored the vital role of migrant workers in various industries. With a keen focus on
applied research, the discussions delved into ongoing policy considerations, and
participants reflected on how research influences decision-making and shapes the
trajectory of long-term policies. The interactive sessions fostered a robust exchange of
insights, highlighting the symbiotic relationship between research initiatives and policy
formulation.

The policy round table represented just the beginning of an ongoing series of dialogues and
collaboration. It was part of a broader effort to engage Member States, stakeholders, and
researchers in a continuous exchange in which policy development and research innovation
intertwine. Future events in this series will maintain this dual focus, bringing policy and
research experts together to examine a number of migration-related topics, and ensuring a
comprehensive and multifaceted approach to the challenges and opportunities presented
by migration to the EU.

(®  This officially published standard is entitled Mediation Grammar; it is a testing methodology for
measuring the extent to which basic public services are provided in a non-discriminatory manner to
their intended beneficiaries. The European Committee for Standardisation (CEN) and the European
Committee for Electrotechnical Standardisation (CENELEC) are officially recognised by the European
Union as being responsible for developing and defining voluntary standards at the European level.



https://standards.cencenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=CEN:110:0::::FSP_PROJECT,FSP_ORG_ID:76809,3187208&cs=19896C7C24196DD18435A745B749DFC0D

2. Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 6 and Horizon Europe
Cluster 2: catalysts in migration research

2.1. Overview of Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe migration projects

The total investment in migration-related research under Horizon 2020 Societal
Challenge 6, ‘Europe in a changing world: Inclusive, innovative, and reflective societies’,
and Horizon Europe Cluster 2, ‘Culture, creativity and inclusive society’, amounts to roughly
EUR 160 million, with more than 55 projects funded. This substantial funding reflects the
EU’s commitment to advancing the understanding of migration issues and shaping effective
policies. More than EUR 125 million was allocated under Horizon 2020, and nearly
EUR 35 million has been invested under Horizon Europe so far (to 2024), contributing to
financing a comprehensive migration research agenda, including on integration, migration
governance, asylum and forced displacement, the migration—development nexus,
narratives and discourses on migration, and migration forecasting and modelling (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Spending by research area under Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 6 and
Horizon Europe Cluster 2 (EUR, to 2024)

Integration NG 02 .4 18
Asylum and forced displacement | 20.314.452
Migration governance [ 15.879.351

Forecasting and modelling [l 9.323.165

Narratives and discourses [l 9.271.617

Return and readmission of irregular migrants in... |l 9.173.968
Decision-making of aspiring immigrants [l 8.932.027
Global Shortages and Skill Partnerships [l 8.924.278
Migration and development nexus [ 7.999.328

Conditions of irregular migrants in Europe [l 7.750.946
Bridging the migration research to policy gap M 3.205.367

Estimates of irregular migrants in Europe [l 2.788.250

2.2. Policy implications and practical outcomes

The large number of relevant research initiatives under Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe
have not only expanded our understanding of migration but also had tangible policy
implications and practical outcomes. The integration of these research findings into EU
policymaking demonstrates a commitment to evidence-based approaches in addressing the
multifaceted issues arising from migration.

e Enhancing policy frameworks. The insights from these projects have been
instrumental in refining the EU’s migration policy frameworks. The research findings
have informed the development of more effective strategies in areas such as labour



market integration, access to rights and services, and educational support for migrant
children. For example, the Refuge-Ed project, funded under Horizon 2020, focused on
enhancing educational and psychosocial support for the integration of refugee children.
The project combined educational and mental health support to address refugee and
migrant children’s educational needs. Refuge-Ed implemented various pilot studies
across multiple European countries, having a significant impact by creating inclusive
and supportive educational environments. One of its practical outcomes, the Brokering
Knowledge Platform, serves as a one-stop shop for practical evidence, resources and
tools for people working with children from a migratory background and supporting their
education, well-being and sense of belonging. Another important project in that regard
is EasyRights. The project has made significant advancements in simplifying access to
public services for migrants through practical, innovative solutions, such as the Al-
driven EasyRights Agent and a method, named Mediation Grammar, that can be used
by public administrations to standardise and improve the quality of services for
migrants. The project managed to certify this method as a standard with the European
Committee for Standardisation (CWA 18014:2023 and it essentially acts as a
benchmark for quality service provision, aiding public administrations in evaluating and
improving their interaction with migrants.

Influencing public discourse and perception. Some of the projects have shed light
on how public narratives on migration are shaped. By providing empirical evidence on
and adding nuance to migration narratives, these initiatives have contributed to a more
balanced and informed public understanding of migration issues. This is particularly
relevant in countering misconceptions and fostering a more empathetic approach to
migrants and refugees. The Bridges project, for instance, has contributed to reshaping
public discourse on migration, fostering a more informed and inclusive understanding. It
brought forth critical insights into the impact of migration narratives across Europe.
Focusing on countries including The Gambia and Tirkiye, the project evaluated the
effectiveness of EU-funded information campaigns on migration decisions. Key outputs
include recommendations on creating more comprehensive communication strategies,
engaging with community leaders, and creating more legal migration avenues. The
project also revealed how media narratives often polarise the migration debate,
underscoring the importance of nuanced, inclusive storytelling and empowering migrant
voices. These insights can guide the development of more effective and balanced
migration policies within the EU.

Guiding crisis management and forecasting. One of the most critical aspects of
these research projects has been their contribution to crisis management and migration
forecasting. The ability to anticipate migration trends and prepare for potential crises is
essential for effective migration management. Research from Horizon 2020 and Horizon
Europe projects has provided policymakers with the tools and knowledge to develop
proactive strategies that can be adapted to changing migration patterns. In that regard,
the contribution of the Hummingbird project to crisis management and preparedness is
invaluable, offering tools for accurate nowcasting and forecasting of migration trends.
The project has the potential to significantly strengthen EU migration governance
through enhanced data quality and comparability, which are crucial for informed
policymaking. Utilising big data for forecasting, it provides real-time insights into
migration patterns, leading to better crisis response and management.

Bridging the research—policy gap. A structured approach is essential to ensure that
the wealth of evidence produced by research projects under programmes such as
Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe is effectively utilised in policy formulation and
implementation. Often, valuable evidence and insights generated by research projects
do not effectively influence policy decisions, leading to a disconnect between academic


https://www.refuge-ed.eu/
https://bkp.refuge-ed.eu/
https://bkp.refuge-ed.eu/
https://www.easyrights.eu/
https://www.easyrights.eu/easyrightsagent
https://www.easyrights.eu/mediationgrammar
https://standards.cencenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=205:32:0::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_LANG_ID:3187208,25&cs=1798DC434378755EEBBA0BEB662763BBD
https://www.bridges-migration.eu/
https://hummingbird-h2020.eu/

findings and practical policymaking. Bridging this gap is of paramount importance, as it
impedes the implementation of research-backed, effective migration policies that can
adapt to and address the evolving challenges in the field. The recently established
project Innovate stands as a prime example of efforts to bridge this gap. Innovate aims
to establish the MR2P Collaboratory, a platform designed to capitalise on the
knowledge produced by Horizon projects. The MR2P Collaboratory will serve as a
nexus for researchers, policymakers, and stakeholders, enabling the direct flow of
research insights into the policy domain. This platform will not only facilitate the
dissemination of research findings but also promote dialogue, training, and
collaboration between the academic and policymaking communities. By fostering this
structured interaction, the MR2P Collaboratory will ensure that policies are grounded in
the latest research and responsive to the complex realities of migration. This will
enhance the effectiveness of EU migration governance, ensuring that policies are
informed by a comprehensive understanding of migration dynamics and capable of
addressing both current needs and future challenges.

Numerous research projects are contributing to various areas related to migration. For
instance, in addition to Refuge-Ed, projects such as Child-Up, MiCreate, Immerse and
MIMY are focused on aspects of child and youth inclusion. Projects such as Spring,
Sirius, Matilde and Whole-Comm concentrate on community and labour market
integration, while MIICT, Rebuild and Micado have developed IT solutions to facilitate
migrant integration. The projects Mirrem, |-Claim, DignityFirm and Prime, which focus on
various aspects of irregular migration in Europe, aim to contribute to a better
understanding of the conditions, policies and living situations affecting irregular migrants in
the region. Furthermore, several other projects are addressing topics including asylum and
forced displacement, irregular migration, and the identification of root causes of people
aspiring to migrate to the EU.

These diverse projects have collectively not only expanded our knowledge of migration but
also contributed to a more comprehensive and evidence-based approach to addressing
migration challenges within the EU.
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101132593
https://www.refuge-ed.eu/
https://www.child-up.eu/
https://www.micreate.eu/
https://www.immerse-h2020.eu/
https://www.mimy-project.eu/
https://integrationpractices.eu/
https://www.sirius-project.eu/
https://matilde-migration.eu/
https://whole-comm.eu/
https://www.miict.eu/
http://www.rebuildeurope.eu/
https://www.micadoproject.eu/
https://irregularmigration.eu/
https://i-claim.eu/
https://www.dignityfirm.eu/
https://migrationpolicycentre.eu/prime/protecting-irregular-migrants/

3. Key policy areas and future directions in EU migration
research

3.1. Supporting the effective implementation of the pact on migration
and asylum

This chapter highlights the key role of research and innovation in shaping the future of EU
migration, particularly in the context of the pact on migration and asylum, the EU’s
comprehensive migration framework. The pact has already delivered various outcomes in
fields such as paving the way for a common European return system, the new European
Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA), the new Talent Partnerships and Talent Pool initiatives,
and an EU mechanism for preparedness and management of crises related to migration. In
addition, once the 2-year transition period to full application is over, important pieces of
legislation — such as the asylum and migration management regulation, the updated
asylum procedures regulation and a crisis and force majeure regulation — will reform
the governance and management of migration and asylum in Europe, with an immediate
impact on migrants.

This poses a twofold challenge for research and EU migration governance: on the one
hand, supporting the implementation of the outcomes of the pact that precede and
immediately follow the application date and, on the other, informing with evidence the
upcoming policy initiatives for the next Commission mandate. For instance, at a practical
level the recent Commission initiative on Talent Partnerships will be supported by three
projects, Link4SkKills, Skills4Justice and GS4S, in a coordinated way. These projects will
provide valuable insights and evidence that will help maximise the effectiveness of this
newly founded migration-related scheme.

Furthermore, the implementation of an effective European return and readmission system,
a key aspect of the pact, will find strong support from projects such as GAPS, MORE and
FAIR, which will be instrumental in assisting the EU Return Coordinator. Their insights will
aid in establishing a common return system and improving coordination between Member
States.

In addition, the EUAA stands to gain from the findings of several Horizon 2020 projects,
including RAISD, ASILE and EasyRights. These projects provide valuable insights into
asylum and reception practices, supporting the EUAA’s mission to bring greater
convergence to these practices across the EU.

Collectively, these research initiatives offer a solid foundation for informed policymaking,
ensuring that the EU’s migration approach is both proactive and responsive. By leveraging
the outputs of these projects, the EU can effectively navigate the challenges and trends in
migration in the evolving global context in a comprehensive manner.

3.2. Anticipating future migration trends and directions in the EU
migration landscape

Despite the substantial progress made, new gaps constantly emerge, necessitating ongoing
research to expand our understanding of migration-related areas and to inform and support
the policy initiatives introduced in the pact on migration and asylum.
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https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/new-pact-migration-and-asylum_en
https://euaa.europa.eu/news-events/new-eu-agency-asylum-starts-work-reinforced-mandate
https://euaa.europa.eu/news-events/new-eu-agency-asylum-starts-work-reinforced-mandate
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/legal-migration-and-integration/talent-partnerships_en
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101132476
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101132435
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101132377
https://www.returnmigration.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094107
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094828
https://euaa.europa.eu/news-events/new-eu-agency-asylum-starts-work-reinforced-mandate
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/822688
https://www.asileproject.eu/
https://www.easyrights.eu/

Several key areas have been identified for future research and innovation actions, including
the following.

e The intersection of climate change and migration. Understanding the impact of
climate change on migration patterns, particularly in regions vulnerable to environmental
degradation, is crucial. This involves studying not only migration itself but also the
adaptative strategies of migrant populations and the socioeconomic impacts on both
origin and destination regions. Projects that examine policy responses and the role of
technology in the climate—migration nexus can provide valuable insights to help in the
development of comprehensive management frameworks.

e The relationship between migration and technological advancements is another
critical area. With the digital transformation shaping migration trends, research is
needed to explore how technology can enhance migration management. This should
include Al-driven tools for language and cultural integration, Al-enabled platforms for
information and service access, and ethical considerations relating to the new digital
solutions and infrastructures used in border security and asylum application processing.

e Public health, especially considering the impact of migration on health systems and the
unique health challenges faced by migrants. Research in this field should focus on
migrant health outcomes, the strain on public health systems, cross-cultural health
practices and the specific needs of refugee and asylum-seeker populations.

e The unigue challenges faced by migrant children and young people demand focused
attention. This should include evaluating existing practices and proposing new
approaches to the integration of migrant children and young people into educational
systems, mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) measures, investigating the
role of children and young people in migration decision-making, and measures
addressing the particular needs of unaccompanied minors.

e Other potential research areas could include labour migration policies, with an
emphasis on legal migration, and the quality and compatibility of migration data,
which at the moment pose challenges with regard to accurately understanding migration
scenarios and designing effective policies. The long-term impact of integration
policies also deserves further research, to assess their effectiveness and sustainability.
In this context, it would be valuable to deepen the concept of integration, going
beyond the usual definition (has a job, speaks the language) to look at integration in
terms of values.

The identification of these research areas paves the way for a collaborative effort involving
Member States, academic researchers, and policymakers. Each stakeholder plays a pivotal
role: Member States in facilitating data collection and policy implementation, researchers in
conducting in-depth studies and developing innovative solutions, and policymakers in
translating these findings into actionable strategies. Together, this multilateral collaboration
will ensure that EU migration policies are grounded in robust evidence, responsive to
emerging trends and reflective of the diverse experiences of migrants.

In conclusion, the developing landscape of EU migration presents new challenges and
opportunities for research. A continuous cycle of learning and adapting is essential to shape
policies that are resilient, inclusive, and forward-looking, ensuring that the EU remains well-
prepared to handle the complexities of future migration trends.
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Annex |. Recommendations to policymakers from projects covered
by the policy round table of December 2023

This Annex presents a concise overview of the 11 participating projects funded under
Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 6, ‘Europe in a changing world: Inclusive, innovative and
reflective societies’, and Horizon Europe Cluster 2, ‘Culture, creativity and inclusive society’,
categorising them into two sections, reflecting the structure of the event: ‘A. Legal
pathways — labour migration and integration into the labour market and society’ and ‘B.
Mixed migration, international protection and migrants in an irregular or precarious
situation — returns, readmissions and forecasting’. Each project is summarised, highlighting
key outcomes and implications for policymaking. Insights cover a range of pertinent topics,
including skills recognition, human rights literacy, rural migration impacts, decision-making
processes, education initiatives and forecasting models.

A. Legal pathways — labour migration and integration into the labour
market and society

The morning session centred on regular migration pathways, qualified migration, and
integration into the labour market and society. Researchers from the projects Aspire, Sirius,
Refuge-Ed, EasyRights and Matilde presented key findings. Policy officers engaged in
constructive dialogue, aiming to harness research insights to shape future talent retention
policies and address migration challenges.

Sirius — Skills and integration of migrants, refugees and asylum
applicants in European labour markets

Budget, EUR 2 500 000; duration, 1 January 2018 to 31 July 2021

In response to the escalating polarisation in

debates on refugees and migrants, Sirius set out
* IRI U to dismantle barriers hindering the labour market
. integration of newcomers. Recognising the
* Skills and Integration of Migrants, rys T .
Refugees and Asylum Applicants urgency of Shlftlng from a prejudlce-drlven
in European Labour Markets narrative, Sirius established a comprehensive

conceptual framework that identified the pivotal
role of the labour market in integration and targeted specific challenges faced by women
and young migrants post-2014.

Sirius pursued three core objectives: providing systematic evidence on migrants’ potential
for labour market employment and social integration, deepening the understanding of the
intricacies of their integration journey and proposing a theoretical framework for an inclusive
integration agenda. The project adopted a mixed-methods approach, employing innovative
dissemination strategies such as online networks, film essays, festivals, job fairs and an
applied game, complemented by engaging in scientific and policy dialogues.

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/770515

Key outcomes
Workeen emerged as a significant outcome — a practical application designed to guide

migrants entering the job market for the first time. Available from Google Play for Android
devices, Workeen offers interactive scenarios to assist jobseekers in securing employment
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and navigating workplace integration. It provides practical guidance, including on
documentation requirements, skills presentation, contact with placement agencies and
preparation for interviews. In addition, Workeen helps users navigate real-life workplace
situations, fostering a smoother transition for newly employed migrants. The application is
accessible in multiple languages, including Arabic, English, Farsi and six European
languages.

Policy recommendations

e Inclusive employment policies. Advocate for legal reforms eliminating categorical
work bans based on legal status. Bridge CV gaps, recognise skills and create an
inclusive job market for all newcomers.

e Combating bias and discrimination. Launch awareness programmes challenging
negative perceptions of migrants. Highlight their positive contributions and implement
initiatives promoting equal job opportunities and combating discrimination.

e Tech-facilitated integration. Promote technology tools such as Workeen for practical
guidance and soft-skills training, helping migrants to navigate job search and workplace
challenges. Make tools multilingual to enable people with diverse migrant backgrounds
to access them.

EasyRights — Enabling immigrants to easily know and exercise their
rights

Budget, EUR 3 519 000; duration, 1 January 2020 to 30 November 2022

The overarching objective of EasyRights was to

L develop a co-creation ecosystem in which different

r . actors belonging to the local governance system could

e a Sy cooperate on increasing the quantity and quality of
public (welfare) services available to migrants. The

specific aims were to improve personalisation and
contextualisation levels, to empower the prospective beneficiaries of existing services in
getting better access and fruition opportunities and to engage quadruple helix stakeholders
in joint purposeful co-creation efforts, facilitated through hackathons. An EasyRights
platform — with the twin aim of bringing together local stakeholders and providing
information on online and offline services — will be developed and deployed in four pilot
locations (Birmingham, Larissa, Palermo and Malaga). In this way, EasyRights can support
migrants in their efforts to have various needs met, making them less reliant on
discretionary street-level bureaucracies’, saving time for both migrants and social services
staff and cutting costs for public administrations.

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870980

7 Street-level bureaucracies refer to public service agencies where front-line employees exercise personal
judgment and discretion in carrying out their duties and applying rules.
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Key outputs

e Mediation Grammar: revolutionising informational rights compliance. Mediation
Grammar (European Committee for Standardisation standard CWA 18014:2023) is a
groundbreaking European standard that sets the stage for a new era of compliance in
addressing the informational needs of non-EU migrants. By providing specific
benchmarks, it functions as an invaluable tool for policymakers striving to enhance the
quality and inclusivity of public services, in alignment with the broader goal of fostering
societal integration.

e EasyRights Agent: transformative Al for policy-driven access. In the realm of
migrant service access, EasyRights Agent is both a cutting-edge, text-based
technological innovation and a policy-driven solution designed to streamline
bureaucratic complexities. Tailored for efficiency, it empowers policymakers to
revolutionise public service accessibility for migrants. By leveraging Al to simplify
intricate processes, it aims to create a more responsive, inclusive, and efficient public
service landscape.

Policy recommendations

e Institutional adoption of Mediation Grammar. Encourage Member States to formally
adopt Mediation Grammar as a regulatory framework. This step will ensure
standardised compliance with informational rights, fostering improved interaction
between migrants and public services.

e Integration of EasyRights Agent into public service portals. Facilitate the
integration of the EasyRights Agent into national and local public service portals.
Policymakers should advocate for its seamless incorporation, leveraging Al to simplify
access, reduce bureaucracy and empower migrants with tailored information.

e Promotion of multilingual Al-driven solutions. Emphasise the development and
adoption of multilingual Al solutions, expanding the linguistic capabilities of the
EasyRights Agent. This would help to support diverse migrant communities, addressing
language barriers and enhancing the inclusivity of public services for effective migrant
integration.

Matilde — Migration impact assessment to enhance integration and local
development in European rural and mountain areas

Budget, EUR 2 987 830; duration, 1 February 2020 to 31 January 2023

The Matilde project, spanning 3 years, aimed to leverage the potential

of non-EU migrants in promoting economic and social development in

European rural and mountain areas. Conducting 13 case studies

across 10 countries, Matilde assessed the multidimensional impacts

MAT'LDE of nc.)n-_EL'J nationals on Iocall development. Employing a

transdisciplinary approach, the project engaged local stakeholders

and implemented an action research strategy to understand migration

effects. The outcomes contributed valuable insights into the positive

role of migrants in these regions, emphasising the importance of language acquisition,

combating discrimination and promoting labour market inclusion. Matilde sought to guide

policymakers with tailored recommendations on inclusive governance, fostering long-term
settlement and recognising the diversity of rural areas.
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Key findings

Poli

Economic and social boost. Matilde’s findings showcased the substantial positive
impact of non-EU nationals on the economic and social vitality of European rural and
mountain areas. Contrary to stereotypes, migrants emerged as vital contributors,
countering demographic challenges and enriching the cultural landscape.

Inclusive integration strategies. Matilde underscored the imperative need for
inclusive measures in migrant integration. This should include targeted language
programmes, initiatives combating discrimination and tailored labour market strategies.
Emphasising the pivotal roles of local policymakers and regional governance, the
project advocated for measures fostering a sense of belonging, thus promoting the
long-term settlement of migrants in these unique geographical settings.

cy recommendations

Streamline EU funding access for local impact. Reform EU funding mechanisms to
ensure local and regional actors, particularly small non-governmental organisations,
can easily access and sustainably utilise EU funds. This step is crucial to catalysing
lasting change in rural communities.

Empowerment through entrepreneurship. Implement robust support programmes for
non-EU nationals and refugees, fostering their entrepreneurial ventures. Facilitate their
participation in EU business forums and coaching seminars to amplify their
contributions to rural economies.

Revolutionise qualification recognition and intercultural integration. Accelerate
the recognition of foreign qualifications to streamline the integration of skilled workers
from non-EU countries. Bolster EU-wide intercultural initiatives and ensure ubiquitous
internet access in asylum accommodation, fostering a connected, inclusive society.

Enhance integration infrastructure. Expand integration offices, with a focus on
migrant intermediaries. Invest in community services and create spaces for meaningful
interaction between migrants and local populations, promoting social cohesion and
combating racism at its roots.

Aspire — Decision-making of aspiring (re-)migrants to and within the EU:
The case of labour-market-leading migrations from Asia

Bud

that

get, EUR 3 535 099.75; duration, 1 January 2023 to 31 December 2025

The Aspire project seeks to unravel the decision-making process behind
migration from Southeast and East Asia to Europe. The project looks into
the practical realities that push individuals towards the EU. Considering
AspirE the context o_f _the global_pandemic, the projfect is set to _disse_ct how

European policies align with or affect the choices of potential migrants.

The goal is to pinpoint the personal motivations and broader influences
lead to migration. Aspire aims to provide insights that could steer EU migration

strategies in a direction that acknowledges and addresses the actual needs of and timing
factors affecting those considering a move to or within Europe.
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101095289

Preliminary findings and policy recommendations

As the project unpacks the initial findings from the Hong Kong / Mainland China—Portugal
case study, a pattern emerges: migrants’ journeys are influenced by a variety of factors that
range from the socioeconomic landscape of their homelands to the intricate web of
immigration policies in their chosen European destinations. Decisions are not linear but part
of a complex matrix of aspirations, shaped by both personal choices and policies, for
example those on work visas or family reunification forming part of the regulatory
frameworks established by destination countries, which can determine the feasibility of
relocation for migrants and the opportunities available to them upon arrival.

Given these dynamics, the preliminary recommendations presented at the round table were
fourfold.

e Adopt a transnational and multidimensional policy framework. Migration
policymaking must transcend borders and sectors, acknowledging the multifaceted
nature of migrants’ lives and decisions.

e Ensure policy flexibility for practical implementation. Create adaptable policies that
can be swiftly executed, accommodating changing circumstances that affect migrants’
experiences.

e Foster dialogues with migrant communities. Engage directly with migrants to
ensure that policies reflect their realities and needs, bridging the gap between
legislation and lived experience.

e Invest in targeted research. Conduct more empirical studies on the nuances of
qualified migration, focusing on specific corridors or pathways to better understand and
support this group.

Refuge-Ed — Effective practices in education, mental health and
psychosocial support for the integration of refugee children

Budget, EUR 2 997 830; duration, 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2023

’___J‘\-_____ The Refuge-Ed project aimed to enhance
the educational and psychosocial well-

r’. u & =- ’d being of migrant, refugee, and asylum-
seeker children. During the largest child

refugee crisis in Europe since the Second

World War, with over a million people

arriving in Europe since 2015, the need for quality education and mental health support for
children was paramount. The project was dedicated to advancing the integration of migrant
and refugee children into European societies. It developed the Brokering Knowledge
Platform, a repository of tools, solutions and guidelines designed for the effective
integration of children, emphasising dialogic co-creation with all stakeholders involved, to
disseminate effective practices for integration. Refuge-Ed’s innovative approach involved
mapping best practices, engaging in co-creation, implementing pilot experiences across
Europe, and making solutions available for wider use. Spanning 6 countries — Bulgaria,
Ireland, Greece, Spain, Italy and Sweden — the project facilitated 33 communities of
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learning and practice, which were set up in a variety of environments, from migration
hotspots and reception centres to inclusive school settings.

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101004717

Key outcomes

e A catalogue of existing effective practices aimed at promoting the integration, academic
success and inclusion, and well-being and social belonging of refugee and asylum-
seeker children.

e A toolkit for evaluation of outcomes and process evaluation, and a data management
system, which can be used across the pilot action sites.

e The Brokering Knowledge Platform, for end-users and stakeholders, and a
transnational European community of learning and practice.

Policy recommendations

e Accessible evidence-based practices. Make educational and MHPSS resources
widely accessible and understandable through user-friendly channels.

e Comprehensive MHPSS approach. Integrate MHPSS comprehensively into
educational policies to enhance children’s well-being and help them to develop
socioemotional skills, leading to improved educational outcomes.

e Inclusive co-creation. Engage stakeholders, including children, educators, families,
and policymakers, in co-creation processes for education and MHPSS policy and
action design.

e Language and anti-discrimination measures. Implement structured language
learning and anti-discrimination practices in educational settings to ensure safe,
inclusive spaces and enhance communication for refugee children and their families.
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B. Mixed migration, international protection and migrants in an irregular
or precarious situation — returns, readmissions and forecasting

The afternoon session of the round-table event focused on mixed migration, international
protection and individuals in irregular or precarious situations. Researchers from the
projects Mirrem, DignityFirm, ASILE, FAIR, GAPS and Hummingbird shared their findings.
Participants delved into discussions on translating research into effective policy responses,
respecting human rights in irregular migration, and informing asylum and international
protection policies with evidence amid divergent views and political dynamics. The session
aimed to bridge the gap between research and policymaking and increase understanding of
the complexities of irregular migration.

Mirrem — Measuring irregular migration and related policies

Budget, EUR 2 788 250; duration, 1 October 2022 to 30 September 2025

The Mirrem project is an ongoing coordination and support action under
Horizon Europe that will take stock of and analyse policies and how they
shape the meaning of migrant irregularity and related concepts. The
project aims to address the challenges posed by irregular migration by
improving knowledge and data on this issue. Irregular migration is a
complex problem, and policies to address it require accurate information.
Policymakers and service providers often struggle with policy
development due to limited reliable data on irregular migration. Issues include data
comparability and quality and differing definitions of irregularity. Mirrem will assess policies
and data needs related to irregular migration in multiple countries, involving stakeholders in
the process. The project aims to develop innovative methods for measuring irregular
migration and regularisation scenarios. It will create databases with estimates on irregular
migrant stocks and migration flows, along with handbooks and training resources to support
evidence-based policymaking in this area.

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101061314

Planned outcomes

e A public database. This database will contain assessments of existing indicators and
estimates related to irregular migration, providing a basis for improving knowledge in
this area.

e Mirrem methods lab. This lab will assess the potential of new approaches, with a
focus on upscaling innovative methods of addressing irregular migration challenges.

e Handbooks and training resources. Mirrem plans to provide tangible
recommendations in handbooks and to develop training resources to support evidence-
based policymaking.

e Webinar series. The project team conducts webinars on various topics related to
irregular migration, making information and discussions accessible to a wider audience.
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DignityFirm — Dignity for irregular migrants in EU farm-to-fork labour
markets

Budget, EUR 3 000 283; duration, 1 April 2023 to 31 March 2026

-u- DIGNITY

DignityFirm aims to improve conditions for irregular
migrant workers in farm-to-fork labour markets
‘ across Member States and associated countries. It

will address the challenges faced by migrant
Ih workers, who play a crucial role in food production
but often work in unsafe conditions. The project will involve stakeholders at various levels
and will aim to bridge the gap between policy aspirations and the realities of migrant
workers. DignityFirm seeks to develop future policy measures, tools and strategies that will
uphold migrant workers’ rights and well-being while contributing to the sustainability of farm-
to-fork industries in the EU.

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094652

Planned outcomes

e Tailored policy measures. DignityFirm will deliver group-sensitive policy measures
designed to empower irregular migrant farm workers. These measures will address
migration management, social rights, sustainable labour markets and corporate
responsibility, offering practical solutions for policymakers seeking equitable outcomes
in the farm-to-fork sector.

e Regulatory enhancement. The project aims to enhance regulatory infrastructures
governing migrant workers’ conditions. Policymakers will find structural recommendations
to fortify these frameworks, ensuring the well-being of workers in this vital sector.

e Social inclusion. DignityFirm endeavours to improve access to rights and services for
migrant labourers, fostering social inclusion. These outcomes align with policymakers’
goal of creating fair and equitable societies.

FAIR — Finding agreement in return

Budget, EUR 3 024 240; duration, 1 May 2023 to 31 October 2026

The FAIR project aims to address the challenges faced by

undocumented migrants in Europe by exploring ways to enhance

return migration governance. It will involve stakeholders from non-EU

| Ei|FAiR countries (Georgia, Irag, Niger, Nigeria, Tirkiye), Member States
LRt (Germany, ltaly, Poland) and European Economic Area countries
(Norway, Switzerland). The project’s objectives include assessing

public support for alternatives to return policies, improving human

rights monitoring of enforced return procedures and developing better

means of measuring the outcomes of Europe’s return policies. FAIR seeks to reduce
measurement bias, analyse policy drivers, conduct a survey experiment on public support
and facilitate international agreements on return and readmission. Its goals align with the
objectives of the Global Compact for Migration and with the sustainable development goals.

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094828
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Planned outcomes

e Migrant Return Policy Index (MIREX). A database that systematically evaluates and
compares different return policies, providing valuable insights for policymakers,
scholars, students and the public.

e Behavioural experiment on public acceptability of alternatives to return.
Investigating public perceptions and the acceptability of alternative policies to return,
shedding light on potential pathways for more acceptable migration policies.

e Guidelines on monitoring human rights in return procedures. Offering guidance on
ensuring that human rights are upheld during return processes.

e Simulation game to assess negotiation strategies. Developing a tool to assess
negotiation strategies related to return and readmission agreements.

e Eurostat data on return without measurement bias. Providing accurate data on
return processes.

e Handbook on dilemmas relating to return. A comprehensive resource for
understanding and addressing challenges in return migration governance.

ASILE - Global asylum governance and the European Union’s role

Budget, EUR 2 979 826; duration, 1 December 2019 to 31 March 2024

The ASILE project, funded by the EU, examined the EU’s role in
asylum governance in light of the global refugee crisis. It focused on
the interactions between emerging international protection systems
and the United Nations Global Compact on Refugees (UN GCR). The
project assessed the impact of asylum governance instruments on
vulnerable groups based on gender and age, as well as the
compliance of these instruments with human rights and refugee law
standards. ASILE aimed to create a better understanding of asylum
systems, their inclusivity and their effects on refugees’ rights. It also offered policy insights
and recommendations to improve asylum policies both globally and within the EU.

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870787

Key outcomes

e Groundbreaking insights. ASILE offered groundbreaking insights into the evolving
landscape of asylum governance, focusing in particular on the EU’s role and its
interaction with emerging international protection systems and the UN GCR.

e Evidence-based policy tools. The project provided a collection of evidence-based
policy tools and recommendations, with the aim of helping to ensure that future asylum
policies are both effective and fair, with a specific emphasis on addressing
vulnerabilities related to gender and age.
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e Global academic association. ASILE laid the foundations for a global academic
association on refugee studies and the UN GCR, fostering sustainability and
international collaboration in the field of refugee protection.

e Critical evaluation of containment and mobility. The research critically evaluates
asylum governance instruments, shedding light on the complexities of ‘contained
mobility’ and the need for more inclusive and non-discriminatory approaches to refugee
protection.

Policy recommendations

e Critical evaluation of asylum instruments. Urgently reassess and independently
monitor asylum governance tools to ensure that they align with international standards
and genuinely offer protection, rather than creating complex forms of contained
mobility.

e Tackle exclusion in socioeconomic integration. Address the exclusionary features
of ‘complementary pathways’ that undermine fairness and the right to decent work,
leading to prolonged precarity and informal status for asylum seekers and refugees.

e Redefine ‘vulnerability’ in policy. Reconsider the use of the term ‘vulnerability’ in
asylum policies, recognising its tendency to perpetuate negative stereotypes and
downplay the legal and policy factors contributing to the vulnerability of individuals.

Hummingbird — Enhanced migration measures from a multidimensional
perspective

Budget, EUR 2 992 035; duration, 1 December 2019 to 31 May 2024

The Hummingbird project was dedicated to enhancing the
understanding of migration dynamics by studying the origins and
drivers of migration and their connection to people’s propensity to
migrate. Recognising the growing social and political significance of
HumMingBird m?grat?on‘, this project sought to deepe_n our comprehen_sion of

migration’s root causes and patterns, including the motivations
behind it and the new geographies it encompasses. A key aspect of Hummingbird was the
use of data to provide insights into migration drivers, geography, incentives and
instruments. The project aimed to evaluate the success of past migration policies, identify
gaps in prediction and assess the current and future impacts of contemporary migration
policies. Through this, Hummingbird intended to improve understanding of the changing
nature of migration flows. The project’s ambitious goals included developing realistic global
migration scenarios based on both quantitative and qualitative perspectives. The project’s
advancements included using several types of big data to monitor migration flows and
conducting in-depth qualitative research on migrants’ perspectives. The Hummingbird
project, with its focus on a data-driven understanding of migration, gave rise to several
practical applications that can significantly influence migration policies and practices,
including on predictive analysis and forecasting, crisis response and humanitarian aid, and
improved integration strategies.

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870661
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Key outcomes

e Innovative data analysis. Utilising big-data sources such as mobile phone records,
social media, satellite imagery and air traffic data, the project developed novel methods
of monitoring and understanding migration. These include identifying climate-driven
migration patterns, mapping subgroups of migrants and analysing public attitudes
towards migrants.

e Qualitative research on migrant perspectives. Through interviews with both settled
migrants and migrants en route, the project gained deeper insights into the experiences
and decisions of migrants. This part of the research aimed to capture the complexed
realities of migration from the migrants’ point of view.

e Policy insights and information on societal impacts. The project generated
important findings about the impact of migration policies. Restrictive policies tend to
decrease migration flows and change their skill composition, but they also lead to
unintended consequences such as increased numbers of undocumented migrants.
Inclusive policies, conversely, create positive cycles of integration and societal
participation for migrants.

Policy recommendations

e Integrate and analyse diverse data sources for migration insights. Emphasise the
integration of various data streams, including social media data, satellite data and
machine learning outputs, to gain a comprehensive understanding of migration trends
and patterns. This innovative approach is crucial to developing effective migration
policies that respond to the dynamic and circular nature of migration flows.

e Establish robust ethical frameworks for data usage. Prioritise the development of
ethical guidelines to govern the use of big data in migration studies. Address privacy
concerns and the potential risks of tracking individuals, ensuring that group privacy and
individual rights are safeguarded in all data-driven migration research and policy
formulation.

e Recognise and adapt to the realities of irregular migration. Acknowledge that
irregular migration often involves skilled individuals and that policy adaptations are
necessary to address this reality. Understand that restrictive border policies do not halt
migration but rather reshape it, underlining the need for policies that are responsive to
the complexities of migration, including the impact of climate change and policy
changes on migration patterns.

GAPS — De-centring the study of migrant returns and readmission
policies in Europe and beyond

Budget, EUR 3 392 025; duration, 1 March 23 to 28 February 2026

GAPS is a groundbreaking research initiative that

. aims to enhance the governance and understanding

\ y % ‘ of return and readmission policies and to critically
reassess the EU’s migrant return policies by

Decentring the Study of Migrant conducting comprehensive studies across 13 countries in

Returns and Return Policies Europe, Africa and the Middle East, including Afghanistan. GAPS
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focuses on deconstructing the complexities of return policies from multiple perspectives,
particularly emphasising the experiences and viewpoints of migrants. It explores the gaps
between policy expectations and actual outcomes, the dynamics of international
cooperation on returns and the search for alternative return approaches. The project
employs a mix of qualitative and quantitative research methods and introduces innovative
concepts such as return migration infrastructures and trajectory analysis to understand
migrant agency.

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094341

Planned outcomes

e Stakeholder expert panels. Expert panels will serve as a platform for dialogue, so that
policy specialists and stakeholders can convene to discuss, review and provide critical
insights on return and readmission strategies.

e Governance indicators and cooperation typology. The development of robust
governance indicators, alongside a comprehensive typology of cooperation models, will
assess and classify return policies using the critical quality attributes method. This will
enable a nuanced evaluation of policy effectiveness and collaborative practices.

e Interactive return data repository. An extensive data repository with advanced
search functionalities will be established to consolidate and provide access to data on
return and readmission, aiming to bridge gaps in current knowledge and enhance
policy monitoring and evaluation.

e Dissemination materials. A suite of communication materials, including policy briefs,
blogs, visuals and videos, will be created to translate the project’s findings into
actionable insights, ensuring that knowledge is shared effectively with policymakers,
academics and the general public.
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Annex Il. Portfolio of Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 6 and
Horizon Europe Cluster 2 projects on migration research

Abbreviation

Spring

Matilde

Welcoming Spaces

Whole-Comm

Merging

MiCreate

Refuge-Ed

NEW ABC

EasyRights

Title

Sustainable practices of integration

Skills and integration of migrants, refugees and
asylum applicants in European labour markets

Growth, equal opportunities, migration and
markets

Migration impact assessment to enhance
integration and local development in European
rural and mountain areas

Investing in ‘welcoming spaces’ in Europe:
Revitalising shrinking areas by hosting non-EU
migrants

Exploring the integration of post-2014 migrants
in small and medium-sized towns and rural
areas from a whole of community perspective

Housing for immigrants and community
integration in Europe and beyond: Strategies,
policies, dwellings and governance

Children hybrid integration: Learning dialogue
as a way of upgrading policies of participation

Migrant youth integration and empowerment

Integration mapping of refugee and migrant
children in schools and other experiential
environments in Europe

Migrant children and communities in a
transforming Europe

Effective practices in education, mental health
and psychosocial support for the integration of
refugee children

Networking the educational world: Across
boundaries for community-building

Enabling immigrants to easily know and
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/770515
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/649255
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870831
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870952
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101004714
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101004535
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/822400
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870700
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/822536
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/822664
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101004717
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101004640
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870980

Abbreviation

Title

Rebuild

ReRoot

Welcome

Opportunities

Bridges

Ilthaca

Novamigra

Admigov

MAGYC

Respond

Mignex

Agrumig

exercise their rights

Migrant integration cockpits and dashboards

ICT-enabled public services for migration

Digital integrated system for the social support
of migrants and refugees

ICT-enabled integration facilitator and life
rebuilding guidance

Arrival infrastructures as sites of integration for
recent newcomers

Multiple intelligent conversation agent services
for reception, management and integration of
third-country nationals in the EU

Crises as opportunities: Towards a level telling
field on migration and a new narrative of
successful integration

Bridges to assess the production and impact of
migration narratives

Interconnecting histories and archives for
migrant agency: Entangled narratives across
Europe and the Mediterranean region

Norms and values in the European migration
and refugee crisis

Advancing alternative migration governance

Migration governance and asylum crises

Multilevel governance of mass migration in
Europe and beyond

Aligning migration management and the
migration—development nexus

‘Leaving something behind’ — Migration
governance and agricultural rural change in
‘home’ communities: Comparative experience
from Europe, Asia and Africa
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101004945
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101004564
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101004539
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/770330
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/822625
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/822806
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/770564
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/770453
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/822730

Abbreviation

FOCUS

Trafig

Vulner

ASILE

Protect

Ceaseval

Quantmig

FUME

Hummingbird

Resoma

Cross-Migration

Mirrem

I-Claim

DignityFirm

Title

Reshaping attention and inclusion strategies for
distinctively vulnerable people among the
forcibly displaced

Forced displacement and refugee—host
community solidarity

Transnational figurations of displacement:
Connectivity and mobility as solutions to
protracted refugee situations

Vulnerability under the global protection regime:
How does the law assess, address, shape and
produce the vulnerabilities of protection
seekers?

Global asylum governance and the European
Union’s role

The right to international protection: A
pendulum between globalisation and
nativisation?

Evaluation of the common European asylum
system under pressure and recommendations
for further development

Quantifying Migration Scenarios for Better
Policy

Future migration scenarios for Europe

Enhanced migration measures from a
multidimensional perspective

Research social platform on migration and
asylum

Current European and cross-national
comparative research and research actions on
migration

Measuring irregular migration and related
policies

Improving the living and labour conditions of
irregularised migrant households in Europe

Dignity for irregular migrants in EU farm-to-fork
labour markets
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/822401
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/822453
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870845
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870787
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870761
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/770037
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870299
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870649
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870661
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/770730
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/770121
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101061314
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094373
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094652

Abbreviation

Dynamig

Aspire

PACES

GAPS

MORE

FAIR

Innovate

Link4Skills

Skills4Justice

GS4S

Title

Protecting irregular migrants in Europe:
Institutions, interests and policies

How migration decisions are made: Diverse
aspirations, trajectories and policy effects

Decision-making of aspiring (re-)migrants to
and within the EU: The case of labour-market-
leading migrations from Asia

Making migration and migration policy
decisions amidst societal transformations

De-centring the study of migrant returns and
readmission policies in Europe and beyond

Motivations, experiences and consequences of
returns and readmissions policy: Revealing and
developing effective alternatives

Finding agreement in return

Innovating to enhance dialogues on migration
policies and practices

Link4Skills - An Al-based tool assists the EU in
identifying and remedying skills shortages

Skill partnerships for sustainable and just
migration patterns

Global strategy for skills, migration and
development
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101095113
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094347
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101095289
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094279
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094341
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094107
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101094828
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101132593
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101132476
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101132435
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101132377

Annex lll. Portfolio of Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 7 and
Horizon Europe Cluster 3 projects on border management research

Abbreviation Title

Ranger Radars for long-distance maritime
surveillance and search-and-rescue
operations

SafeShore System for detection of threat agents in

maritime border environment

ALFA Advanced low-flying aircrafts detection
and tracking

iBorderCtrl Intelligent portable border control system

Protect Pervasive and user-focused biometrics
border project

Mesmerise Multi-energy high-resolution modular scan
system for internal and external concealed
commodities

Bodega Borderguard — Proactive enhancement of

human performance in border control

SMILE Smart mobility at the European land
borders
Tresspass Robust risk-based screening and alert

system for passengers and luggage

Foldout Through-foliage detection, including in the
outermost regions of the EU

Persona Privacy, ethical, regulatory, and social no-
gate crossing point solutions acceptance

Marisa Maritime integrated surveillance
awareness
Roborder Autonomous swarm of heterogeneous

robots for border surveillance

Camelot C2 advanced multi-domain environment
and live observation technologies

Meticos A platform for monitoring and prediction of
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/700478
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/700643
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/700002
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/700626
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/700259
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/700399
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/653676
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/740931
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/787120
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/787021/fr
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/787123
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/740698
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/740593
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/740736
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/883075

Abbreviation

Title

Criteria

ITFlows

Mirror

Perceptions

Al-ARC

Aresibo

D4Fly

iIMARS

BorderUAS

Effector

Andromeda

Nestor

Compass2020

social impact and acceptability of modern
border control technology

Comprehensive data-driven risk and threat
assessment methods for the early and
reliable identification, validation, and
analysis of migration-related risks

IT tools and methods for managing
migration flows

Migration-related risks caused by
misconceptions of opportunities and
requirement

Understanding the impact of narratives
and perceptions of Europe on migration
and providing practices, tools, and guides
for practitioners

Artificial-intelligence-based virtual control
room for the Arctic

Augmented-reality-enriched situation
awareness for border security

Detecting document fraud and identity on
the fly

Image manipulation attack resolving
solutions

Semi-autonomous border surveillance
platform combining next generation
unmanned aerial vehicles with ultra-high-
resolution multi-sensor surveillance
payload

An end-to-end interoperability framework
for maritime situational awareness at
strategic and tactical operations

An enhanced common information-sharing
environment for border command, control
and coordination systems

An enhanced pre-frontier intelligence
picture to safeguard the European borders

Coordination of maritime assets for
persistent and systematic surveillance
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101021866
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/882986#:~:text=The%20purpose%20of%20ITFLOWS%20is,using%20multiple%20sources%20of%20information.
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/832921
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/833870
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101021271
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/833805
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/833704
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/883356
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/883272
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/883374
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/833881
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101021851
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/833650

Abbreviation

Title

Promenade

Einstein

EurMARS

Flexi-Cross

I-SeaMore

iFlows

Melchior

Odysseus

SafeTravellers

Improved maritime awareness by means
of Al and BD methods

Interoperable applications suite to
enhance European identity and document
security and fraud detection

An advanced surveillance platform to
improve the European multi-authority
border security efficiency and cooperation

Flexible and improved border-crossing
experience for passengers and authorities

Integrated surveillance ecosystem for
European authorities responsible for
maritime operations leveraged by reliable
and enhanced aerial support

Advanced technologies for scanning and
detection of illicit material for postal
services and express courier flows (iFlows
toolkit)

Mechanical impedance and multiphysics
concealed and hidden objects
interrogation

Unobtrusive technologies for secure and
seamless border crossing for travel
facilitation

Secure and frictionless identity for EU and
third country-national citizens
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101021673
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101121280
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101073985
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101073879
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101073911
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101073990
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101073899
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101073910
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101121269

In person

All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct centres. You can find the address of the
centre nearest you online (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).

On the phone or in writing

Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union.
You can contact this service:

— by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls),
— at the following standard number: +32 22999696,

- via the following form: european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en.

Online

Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa
website (european-union.europa.eu).

EU Publications

You can view or order EU publications at op.europa.eu/en/publications.
Multiple copies of free publications can be obtained by contacting Europe Direct or your local documentation
centre (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).

EU law and related documents

For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1951 in all the official language
versions, go to EUR-Lex (eur-lex.europa.eu).

EU open data

The portal data.europa.eu provides access to open datasets from the EU institutions, bodies and agencies.
These can be downloaded and reused for free, for both commercial and non-commercial purposes. The portal
also provides access to a wealth of datasets from European countries.




This policy brief offers insights from a portfolio analysis of Horizon
2020's SC6 and Horizon Europe's Cluster 2 projects, showcasing their
pivotal role in advancing EU migration research and policy integration. It
outlines the recent Pact on Asylum and Migration's significance and urges
for research focus on critical areas such as the climate-migration nexus
and technological innovations in migration management. This analysis
underscores the need to ensure migration policies are informed, inclusive,
and prepared for future trends and challenges.
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